Leelanau Family Coordinating Council Meeting Minutes    

September 6, 2011

Kathy Dawkins called the meeting to order at 2:04pm.

PRESENT:  Nancy Elmore, Bob MacEachran, Katie Hafner, Amanda Meyer, Andrew Bossedet, Cathy Sevensma, Egan McGlynn, Gary Asham, Tom Mayhew, Laura Miller, Mickie Jannazzo, Norvilla Bennett, Patti Wurm, Tricia Denton, Beatriz Cruz, Pam Soffredine, Billie Hedglen, Sara Culbertson, Kathy Dawkins Joseph Povolo, Liza Danto Laura Laisure, Terri Kelty, Deb Haase, Maggie Sprattmoran, Ty Wessell
Introductions: Group members introduced themselves and gave updates

Minutes: August minutes were accepted by consensus

Finance Report: Joe reported that our administrative costs are currently secure. Still limits on Strong Family/Safe Children funds. We were reminded to pay dues. Exec. board is in the process of preparing next years’ budget, which will be presented at Oct. meeting.
Special Presentations: 

Laundry Project Update – Egan McGlynn updated on the 11 year history of the project. She also explained that this is where a lot of the navigator help takes place. Fundraiser is this Thurs. to help raise funds to keep this project going into 2012. This is a completely donor-funded initiative, has a $20,000 yearly budget, and as of today has $900 to start the 2011-2012 fiscal year. They could use some help with grant writing and other administrative responsibilities. This is a prime example of helping people by meeting them where they are.

Third Level – Norvilla announced that Third Level is celebrating 40th anniversary of operations this year. Nov. 14th at the State Theater, they will unveil their Project SNAP mural, which will celebrate “What Third Level Means to you.” Collaborative members were invited to create a drawing to be included in this mural. Mickie Jannazzo gave a history of Third Level’s services over that 40-year period. Mickie also shared that this is National Suicide Prevention Week and announced the showing of the video “A Fierce Goodbye” at the Traverse Area District Library tomorrow, Sept. 9th, 6:30pm, followed by a panel discussion.

Leelanau Co. Navigator Initiative – Bob MacEachron gave history and vision of the collaborative; how referrals are made, including the information gathered at the initial contact. Discussed how HelpLink can expand into Leelanau Co. Using several decentralized locations that are already in use seems to make more sense for our county. Cathy Sevensma talked about ideas for southwestern part of the county. She announced that there is a new elem. counselor at Glen Lake and a new Laundromat is opening in Empire. Looking at possibility of using interns to help provide services. 
Early Childhood Initiative: Maggie talked about a new way of supporting families through deep listening and supporting rather than fixing. 
Meeting Evaluations:

Thanks to Third Level for providing grassroots services for so many years. Happy Anniversary!

Thanks to Bob for (re) igniting the passion needed to help families

Laundry Project will continue!
 Adjourned:  4:08pm
Next Meeting: Tuesday, Oct. 2nd, 2:00-4:00 pm at the Connie Binsfeld Building. 

Host: Michael’s Place
