Leelanau Family Coordinating Council Meeting Minutes    

October 4, 2011
Kathy called the meeting to order at 2pm.

PRESENT:  Nancy Elmore, Amanda Meyer, Andrew Bossedet, Cathy Sevensma, , Gary Asham, Tom Mayhew, Laura Miller, Norvilla Bennett, Patti Wurm, Tricia Denton, Pam Soffredine, Billie Hedglen, Sara Culbertson, Dale Dankert, Kathy Dawkins,  Kayla Thomas, Susie Greenfelder, Theresa Carey, John Rabiddeau, Jenifer Murray, Amy Johnson, Cindy Nelson, Betsy Fisher, Mindy Binsfeld, Joseph Povolo, Liza Danto, Terri Kelty, Tony Ryan, Deb Haase, Diane Butler, Ty Wessell

Introductions: Group members introduced themselves and gave updates.
Announcements: Genuine Leelanau event raised over $7000.00 for Leelanau Laundry Project.
Minutes: Approved by consensus
Finance Report: Joe shared updates on funding and encouraged members to mail in voluntary dues.
Welcome: Nancy shared video and information about Michael’s Place services and upcoming fundraiser on Nov. 10th.
Coordinator’s Report: Ty shared that we are making progress on HelpLink. He will be sending a draft out to collaborative members and request corrections and additions that need to be made. Noted highlights from latest poverty study are available on the back table. Noted we did not receive funding from GTB or Children’s Trust Fund proposals, so need to know about other opportunities.
PRI: Saturday Special was last Saturday.
Special Presentations: 
DHS-Cindy Nelson shared update about new limits on assistance, resulting case closures, and how the families will be supported as their case is closed. Each month another group of cases will be closed. Tony Ryan shared about Job Navigators program to help people who are losing assistance from case managers. They’re trying to find five volunteer navigators for each county (Leelanau, Grand Traverse, and Kalkaska) to be a job coach and a mentor. Need to contact Ryan if interested. He will get information to Ty to distribute to collaborative members. 
WRC:  Pam shared about upcoming fundraisers: a 5k run on October 22, and a Fashion Show on October 14. She then introduced Dale Watson & Theresa Carey who talked about the Men Exploring Non-violent Solutions (M.E.N.S.) Program and a Women’s Anger Reduction and Empowerment Program (A.W.A.R.E.) 
Early Childhood Initiative: Patti Wurm talked about Parenting Communities teaching same lessons of trust and empowerment. Also shared struggles with funding, as grant proposals previously mentioned were not funded. Maggie’s been traveling all over the state speaking about the 5 Protective Factors and explaining the Leelanau Model. Have some money coming in to fund programs for 3 yr. olds. Efforts are started to gain 501(c)3 status for Leelanau Early Childhood Development Commission. 
Voices & Choices & Guys’ Group: Betsy reported from advisory group. Most of money supporting these programs is now Liquor Tax money. Changes in coordinators have been frequent. Need to look now at what community and schools need, what the Liquor Tax monies are intended to fund, and how the two can be meshed. Would like to have person in each school system to work with identified students, rather than having one coordinator for each program. This school person would work with the advisory committee. Will be getting plan to Norvilla as Third Level is fiduciary agency. All 4 schools need to be using MIFI.

Tobacco Coalition: Lisa Danto gave update that there has been no further activity on attempts to give exemptions to some businesses re: smoke-free environment laws. Gov. Snyder made statement saying he would veto any such legislation. She reported that on a local level, tobacco-free coalition was refunded for another, although the Health Dept. was not. This year’s focus will be smoke-free parks and beaches. Lisa hopes to meet with conservation/environmental groups to strategize. The state Dept. of Community Health will likely be receiving funding to address underage sales. Hopes to get funding for subsidizing smoking-cessation classes. Results of recent survey did not show any places that were problematically marketing new tobacco products.

Meeting Evaluations:

Good to know about programs out there that are helping families.
Good to see that agencies are continually revamping programs to match funding and meet the needs of families.

Updated info on 211 will be given next month to inform how to learn info on all these agencies.
 Adjourned: 3:52pm
Next Meeting: Tuesday, November 1, 2:00-4:00 pm at the Connie Binsfeld Building.  Host: United Way
