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John Stephenson gave us his explanation of what is coming from the State. ; The 48 month limit should be enough to get a job, whatever – 48 becomes the  thing.  They also are requiring an asset test, should not exceed ½ million dollars.  Policy has taken that mandate from the legislators and you can’t exceed $5,000 for cash assistance.  One of the best ways out of poverty is building assets – we are promoting poverty as you have to divest yourself below $5,000.

There is a changing mood and vision of who needs help.  We are seeing poor people as cheaters and not people in need.  What is their profile, we are not telling that story well enough.

MiBridges is the tracking system for DHS.  It is expanding to allow greater reliance on the computer and the expectation is that more and more people will be required to apply for assistance on the computer, with less and less access to humans in the system.   There will also be a greater expectation for people to step up locally to fill the gaps.

Introduction of guests by Martie.  A new way for the collaborative to do business.  No breakfast, the time has past we do reports on each agency, we are not at a time we need to be better integrated with each other, to kick us off as community leaders to focus in on critical human needs, almost survival needs:  Shelter, facilited by Paster Jim, Utilities will be facilitated by Deb Haase, Martie will facilitate food, and Health will be facilitated by Debbie from Fr. Fred.

For Discussion:

What exists – What does not exist that we might want to create.
After Breakouts:  The most important thing is to follow-through.

FOOD Report:  Val Stone’s job comes to an End in December.  They thought of writing a grant for Val’s position to coordinate the pantries.  We need the infrastructure for 5 counties.  Need to strengthen info flow regarding meals available.  Concern about hungry parents, no breakfast.  Can it be opened to parents also.  Senior program with vouchers for breakfast at some restaurants.  Could this work in GT county.  We discussed double up bucks and how to last all year long.  Getting 211 up and running.  Food pantries have to be registered and hot meal program and we’d like to see a visual map of where things are located.

Meals on Wheels, current situation is a waiting list.  We need better handle on that.  The age limit  is 60 and you can’t go out for some reason.  55 to have lunch at Senior Center.  COA is on 60.

 HEALTH, Debbie reported:  We need more school nurses and how do people know where to go for help.  Mental Health services are needed for people who don’t qualify.  Mental Paradie is treating everyone the same.  Integrated health ;care and concept of continuuim.  Prevention care services are needed and ore dental care services.  Accountable Care Organizations, idea is that we are all going to be working together with budled payments.  Medication assistance is needed.
Substance abuse disorders and prescription drugs – need t0 see PATH expand.  Personal Action Toward’s Health to empower people to take better control of their health conditi0ons.

Developmental Disabilities education for parents, etc., is all needed.

Case Management is needed and community health needs assessment of providers and the public.  Today was a great start.    
Crisis services for youth, eye care is needed and transportation for medical needs.  Pantry services for 0-3 is critical.

We can’t ignore that in Lansing they don’t know what is going on in our communities, they can’t dismantle our programs under an urgency plan, we need to educate and advocate.

UTILITIES, Deb Reported:  Weatherization and education.  Switch to less expenses sources of heat, develop stronger advocates, opening heating centers (like after Safe Harbor) warming centers, education on unsafe ways to heat your house, millage for heating assistance, local fund raisers, etc., use Fresh Food Partnership model to do weatherization.  Also a list of what people can do themselves.  Propane is a real problem.  Fr. Fred is hosting propane providers Monday.  
HOUSING, Pastor Jim reported:  Housing weatherization sheet which will be addressed at the Landlord Summit.  Emergency Shelter was simple in the sense of being focused.  After looking at our resources, we found we need more.  We also have gaps for women and children because of safety reasons, additional family units, need for people who have CSC and certain felonies because they can’t be placed in public facilities, some because of substance use or are exited because of policy and behavior and so we have a population of people with no place to go.

Ongoing need and a very sensitive one, a place for people to set up their tents, a tent city that it would be legal and controlled.  Would be a help to our people and law enforcement.

A gap is seen for homeless teens, with Pete's place only being ½ full – it needs to be addressed.  Weatherization was emphasized for affordable and low income housing and we need more affordable units.  Less monies are coming from government sources as need increases to Affordable Housing becomes a much bigger issue.  There is a gap between rules and what the needs are, you have low rent but no income – so now what.

Need to raise awareness about.

